
 

       

F a m i l y  L i t e r a c y  D a y 
February 2008 

 

 

 

The Toronto Adult Student Association Report on the Partnership 

Activit ies for Family Li teracy Day with the Toronto District 

School Board, Bickford Site, Literacy and Basic Ski l ls Program 

 

Pa t r i c i a  J .  B ra dy  &  S us a n  M.  N ie l s e n 

                                  



T A S A  P 2 

 

 

 

Fa m i l y  L i t e r a c y  D a y 

 

 
 
 

T h e  To ro n to  Adu l t  S t u d e n t  Asso c ia t i o n 

R e p o r t o n  t h e  P a r t n e r s h i p  A c t iv i t i e s  f o r  F a m i l y  L i t e r a c y  D a y 

 w i t h  t h e  To r o n t o  D i s t r i c t  S c h o o l  B o a r d , B i c k f o r d  S i t e , 

L i t e r a c y  a n d  B a s i c  S k i l l s  P r o g r a m 

On this, the 10th anniversary of Family Literacy Day (FLD), we know from the event 

ŎǊŜŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ !./ /!b!5! [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 5ŀȅΥ 

i s  a  n a t i o n a l  i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t  p r o m o t e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n ce  o f  r e a d i n g   

a n d  l e a r n i n g  t o g e t h e r  a s  a  f a m i l y .  Ev e r y  y e a r,  o n  J a n u a r y  2 7 ,   

f a m i l i e s  a n d  co m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  C a n a d a  ce l e b r a t e  t h i s  s p e c i a l  d a y   

a t  l i t e r a c y- t h e m e d  e v e n t s  co o r d i n a t e d  b y  l i t e r a c y  o r g a n i za t io n s ,   

s c h o o l s  a n d  l i b r a r i e s .1 

As part of our outreach activit ies, TASA looks for ways to help the public, especial ly our 

members, understand our organizationτwhy and how we support adult learners.  

TASA sees part ic ipation in Family Literacy Day events as an opportunity to descr ibe our 

services to those who may not be able to access our printed materials. We recognize the 

importance of l i teracy to all  our members and wish to extend our support and celebration 

ƻŦ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ Ŧŀmil ies and thus support l i fe-long and 

l i fe-wide learning. 
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In late November, 2007, the TASA staff was looking for another posit ive, fun way of 

reaching out to our members. We had organized and part ic ipated in several different k inds 

of activit ies in the English as a Second Language Celebration that had been held earl ier 

that month. The activi t ies had been very successful and we wanted to involve another 

sector of adult students in the TDSB in a celebrat ion of their learning. Family Literacy Day 

was suggested as an appropriate event to br ing in the Literacy and Basic Skil ls learners as 

we recognized that we all belong to famil ies of some kind and many of our LBS students 

have children, or other family members, at  home.  

TASA decided to ask the LBS program at our off ice site, Bickford Centre, i f  i t  was interested 

in being a partner in a Family Literacy Day Celebration pilot project. Grace Santeramo 

Beckles, the LBS program manager, was enthusiastic.  The Bickford site had never 

celebrated the day before, but Grace could see the potent ial for a posit ive learning event. 

TASA and the Bickford LBS staff began to create an event plan. As the off ic ial Family 

Literacy Day, January 27th, fel l  on a Sunday in 2008, it  was decided that the Bickford 

celebration would be held on the Friday afternoon before the event, January 25th, in the 

school cafeteria. 
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TASA arranged to order and pick up the materials, developed for the Day by ABC CANADA, 

from the provincial l i teracy coal it ion, the Ontario Li teracy Coalit ion. We arranged for 

posters,  pencils, bookmarks, st ickers and notepads to give away to the students at the 

celebration and to promote the event. TASA arranged to advert ise the event on bul let in 

ōƻŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ [.{ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

TASA off ice suite. The TASA staff also placed f lyers announcing the event in the LBS 

ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΩǎ Ƴŀƛƭ ōƻȄŜǎΦ 

There was ongoing consultat ion between TASA and the LBS program leading up to the 

event. The LBS program manager invited the LBS instructors and their students to 

part icipate in the event and both the LBS manager and the TASA executive director invited 

the Bickford si te manager to open the fest ivi t ies with a personal welcome. 

In preparation for the event, the LBS program staff chose or developed appropriate games 

and learning act ivit ies with their support materials (word, sentence and story creat ion 

activit ies and BINGO) that were both individual and group based. TASA purchased 

appropriate pr izes such as crossword and word search puzzle books, dict ionaries, day-

t imers and calendars, book-l ights and f lashlights, for the winners of the activi t ies. TASA 

also gave the Bickford LBS program a contribution of f i f ty dollars to offset the cost of 

refreshments for the event. 
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On the day of the event the LBS staff purchased and set up refreshments for the group and, 

ǿƛǘƘ ¢!{!Ωǎ ƘŜƭǇΣ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀŦŜǘŜǊƛŀΦ .ƛŎƪŦƻǊŘ [.{ ǎǘŀŦŦ Ǌŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ 

with instructors direct ing some of the activit ies. The TASA executive director was given an 

opportunity to describe our organization and our work at the beginning of the festivit ies. 

The TASA staff  supported our LBS partners by distr ibuting the prizes to winners of the 

various games. Both TASA and LBS staff documented the event photographically. 

To make the event even more special, the LBS program gave away books and other 

materials to support adult and family reading and learning. TASA distr ibuted off icial City of 

Toronto lapel pins. Everyone helped to clean up the cafeteria at the end of a very 

successful event. 

 

S ho u l d  We  Do  I t  A ga i n? 

At the f i rst staff meeting after the event, the TASA staff discussed what was good and what 

should be improved if we part icipate in a celebrat ion l ike this again. 

We were all very pleased with the event and enjoyed partnering with the Bickford LBS 

staff. The students and instructors were obviously engaged in the activit ies and seemed to 

be having a very enjoyable t ime. It  was great to see adult learners having fun learning and 

not being afraid to make mistakes. There was no stress in the room and the activit ies were 

interactive, engaging and exempli f ied the best way to learn. 

 


